
 

 

 
 
 

Drought Update 

September 9, 2022 
 

 

Summary 

 

• Over the month of August, generally the upper 50% of the state 
was downgraded from a drought designation to abnormally dry 
conditions and drought became more severe in parts of the 
lower half of the state. The drought intensified the most along a 
portion of New Hampshire's southern border. Recent rain 
improved conditions along the border, and the area has been 
downgraded from extreme drought (D3) to severe drought (D2). 

 

• Currently, the lower half of the state is experiencing moderate 
drought (D1) or severe drought (D2) and the upper half of the 
state is experiencing abnormally dry or normal conditions. 

 

• Groundwater monitoring wells in Southeastern New Hampshire, 
the Connecticut River Valley and the White Mountains Region 
indicate groundwater levels continue to be low to below normal 
(0 to 25th percentile). Groundwater levels in northern Coos and 
Merrimack Counties and western Hillsborough County are at 
normal to above normal levels.   

 

• The rain received this past week provided a much-needed relief 
pulse to some of the state's rivers; however, the groundwater 
deficit suggests that the recent relief may be short lived. 

 

• The monthly precipitation outlook leans toward below normal 
precipitation and the three-month precipitation outlook indicates 
an equal chance of above, below, or near normal precipitation. 
These outlooks do not provide a strong indication that the state 
will receive enough precipitation to improve drought conditions. 

 

• The monthly temperature outlook leans towards above normal 
temperatures and the three-month temperature outlook 
indicates above normal temperatures are likely. The warmer 
temperatures may lead to more evaporation than normal during 
this time of year and less recharge of water supplies. 

 



• The weekly forecast indicates a dry weekend with a likelihood of 
showers on Tuesday. 

 

The Message 

It is going to take much more rain than received this past week to alleviate 
drought conditions and precipitation outlooks do not provide any 
reassurance. 
 

Community water systems and municipalities experiencing drought, as 
indicated on the U.S. Drought Monitor map, should leave outdoor water 
restrictions in place. The level of restriction shall be based on the information 
above, known local impacts and if known, current availability of water 
supply. NHDES recommends the following: 
 

• In all areas experiencing drought, limit landscape watering to 
before 7am and after 8pm. 

 

• In areas of moderate drought, reduce landscape watering to 
even and odd days based on address. 

 

• In areas of severe drought, limit landscape watering to two days 
a week and limit unnecessary water use such as washing cars 
and driveways and filling pools. 

 

• Despite the level of drought, in areas with much below or low 
groundwater levels, ban outdoor water use with the exception of 
hand watering vegetable gardens. 

 

Community water systems, as well as municipalities implementing lawn 
watering restrictions within town boundaries pursuant to RSA 41:11-d, should 
report restrictions to NHDES using the Water Use Restriction Reporting 
Form. 

 

Drought Conditions and Water Use Restrictions 
 

U.S. Drought Monitor 

This week's drought monitor indicates the following: 
 

• 24.3% of the state is experiencing "severe drought". 
 

• 23.67% of the state is experiencing "moderate drought". 
 

• 43.95% of the state is experiencing "abnormally dry" conditions. 
 

• 8.07% of the state is experiencing normal conditions. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJxx3L5tXNObI3oqbvNC1guK3w7pQRvSfvEa85qpfDHWmLQeGZ-axI9YnCzBbQ0qOw8Om3vbEWhYcipWbP8U1G1mmMg_UkHl3KnP1YyMxpCIXAqGWL70XVH6TsJn7OGzbPAggLF7DpjgZaGviG7cHl2yYaG_mr3lfOqRSFIVij3KsoS91PS4KrNZIiYaF_tqFVLPQabpRDtq5UKcf8kL7JF6Kb7ZV-qaSJJ-u5_LTya4A&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJxx3L5tXNObIg83hW39UnK0mWuL5_EDNOVqUthacsj8cjdGwRugfm6UxtlD-ey60qnJZh21WvuByF8K7STf_RBM2axE2DCF8ioy38smdLRhSpvtxi9mpvgFAagMDMJNZ8Q==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJxx3L5tXNObIg83hW39UnK0mWuL5_EDNOVqUthacsj8cjdGwRugfm6UxtlD-ey60qnJZh21WvuByF8K7STf_RBM2axE2DCF8ioy38smdLRhSpvtxi9mpvgFAagMDMJNZ8Q==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ5FtFfzrOw7dqrN9rEkhin0nu8hS5ljTpgChumZ197srPXULccTO7S4Z48tQuYTCWuA9Q43Tr0upDArpILjqrRkP5r2dbXO6am37wzszFKmRJjR1AclTYsgP8ZmSA5gF5kfXaMYyPN7EFOzTsayrf6wdRGyWfs8H7A==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


 

Water Use Restrictions List 
 

• One hundred and seven community water systems and eight 
municipalities have outdoor water use restrictions in place, 
impacting approximately 324,100 people. One hundred and two 
restrictions are mandatory, and thirteen restrictions are 
voluntary. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ12AwCMudUQ7-W7NKlT1vTL1wTVnJgxo8n29Jo0I96qnV0um4EpJA7ZipodlGiBZH_LJOB8QyUhI4DN4_6K9Nk60ZhYw_qCQyxAKJEdIfDyXsWYLMg31CENr1AZCZaevfshdefn4m6KNcHkFRuTCS9Ijibom4a1lxYKEFYwm88EwZXylvN6EXia6dWvfUheZ5g==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


 

 

Hydrological Conditions 
 

 



August NH Geological Survey Monthly Groundwater Level Report 
 

 

Sampling of the New Hampshire Groundwater Monitoring Network wells 
indicates that at the end of August, groundwater levels were as follows: 
 

• Groundwater levels in southeastern New Hampshire, the 
Connecticut River Valley, and the White Mountains Region 
continue to be at low to below normal (0 to 25th percentile).  

 

• Groundwater levels in northern Coos and Merrimack Counties 
and western Hillsborough County are at normal to above normal 
levels for the month of August.   

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ6LwL49XVmtwuzVn6ndwZWZSnXHxzjtIdISUqX3RRHnjAR-LPgsFsXDUCf_iU-xo3GXTwxtr6d85LNO4wzFA-wm2DEf4n2KV5gpOPb5n4NdUMXdH4E7-hZ2hd8acRxttpz0-Z38i-P3mimEloJNR-UBFJcqtKnp3lBl9Nzild8Pfz06rg8LgqsjGbheCI1U38g==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


 

 

USGS Streamflows 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ2Xm2-fERvJDp19OOwjzFhDQcigSyb9zcaO4Erc6CgCgB-UifnvIP3asqECFeX8ntcp518ivYWReqVIwhstbZbcJ8aY1hnBlggRPyiWhyV_agpc7E7jIxWTw5noq4hByxzVfmaYvitRseT0afjdcs2ucjhGJdJ9eHQ==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


 

 

  

 



Precipitation Amounts 
 

Observed Precipitation Received 

 

Precipitation data for this past week's rain indicates Coos County received 
between 0.01" and 0.25" of precipitation. The majority of the state located 
south of Coos County received 0.75" to 2.5" of rain. 

 

 

 

Forecasts and Outlooks 
 

Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks  

 

September Precipitation and Temperature Outlook 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ6LwL49XVmtwmt7ykfW4fetoE3A6xj5TL6XwPdlTV2ZNRG7_MTxxxzlN-hO8mArNpAdLE8w48xG9gAhB-cgD7JfPzj0zy4dX0o87bWcXuPVoeX3dn6On0pD1i6EtIRACqg==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ1PbEfdwTCm4Zyc_JLyDjIOE9c6So1D3aAagnoVxC9t_SJbNdtz2KZnLDVlU9WPaFp5R8FBQZB1uFT0T02blwm76cj_yUt8qRAvQaj4j16dHNHTIqvOSrhZ0Hk1pHmnucw==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Precipitation and Temperature Outlook  
For September, October and November 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Regional Forecast - National Weather Service Forecast Discussion 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ5FtFfzrOw7dqEh21S7gNWOAwllac8nTrfegAyZYs6VHkkQ5JuLUnGKMfrt6lzec9pVjMVRvmQl7pRHFelcwgxcts7LIfDhH1i8j165Nzptb5SeXCPfPRoMU9_ZydONbg0WKR7wKgGFh2lwjcZQzBC0XicfeDNKlf4TVUktVyzv-8Rzw4FdAsjyMJVentuBletlbkoUony8R80bRRkv-drixzNUaBaswdp1L4Yrm-_xz3mpR7sgFr09MayW2HP3vEA==&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==


Visit the NHDES Drought Management Webpage  
 

   

 

 

NH Department of Environmental Services | 29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03302  

 

 

Sent by stacey.herbold@des.nh.gov  
 

 

      

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001En0mqIgci5XbTQH_oQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-Gpp7ANtAoFLqlg_MSJ5FtFfzrOw7dCVTBzcarw9gMgymVeZ3IlKjKdCyBV9MKrBluJF-zdPdzoBLtNn-UWUG0hGhP5ZrTFzXQxOBF1yace8NpT62P1MLPZmSVHU-rsD1nWQCaGQ0iWMxApiTBdiFyDK79-G9HSBKoUTT08couHZf1ok0_jkPFGpSgwB9y&c=RhDBf7gL3lsKuarMHErNSnJhLFwc788L3MeLtNB_w6XP_mvMLZ7wuw==&ch=NDaEXt0mgmww6x-_R_MtThoBBsfDpfkQxWmWVgHgMKS0gLtmLX1c1w==
mailto:stacey.herbold@des.nh.gov

