
Newington Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 21, 2011   6:30pm   Town Hall 

 

Chr. Iocovozzi called the meeting to order at 6:32pm. 
 

Present:    Chairman  Cosmas  Iocovozzi,  Selectman  Jack  O’Reilly,  Selectman  Rick  Stern  (arriving  at  7:12pm), 
Administrative  Assistant  Beatrice  Marconi,  Representing  the  Recreation  Committee‐Chris  Bellmare,  Keith 
Frizzell,  Brian  Haberstroh;  Fire  Chief  Dale  Sylvia,  Representing  the  Conservation  Commission‐Chr.  Justin 
Richardson; Representing the Planning Board‐Chr. Denis Hebert and Planner Tom Morgan; Representing HDC‐
Chr. Gail Pare (arriving at 7:00pm). 
 

Minute  Approval:    S.  O’Reilly  moved  to  approve  the  minutes  of  November  7,  2011.    Seconded  by  Chr. 
Iocovozzi.  Motion passed 2‐0 on a roll call vote. 
 

Manifest  Approval:    S.  O’Reilly  moved  to  approve  the  manifests  of  Nov.  15  ($32,854.17)  and  Nov  22 
($1,407,293.12).  Chr. Iocovozzi seconded.  Motion passed 2‐0 on a roll call vote. 
 

Public Hearing on Accepting and Expending up to $ 72,000 for the 2010 Homeland Security Grant for the Fire 
Department Communications Tower.   At 6:35pm, Chairman Iocovozzi declared the public hearing open and 
read the  following:    “To the residents of  the Town of Newington,  in Rockingham County  in  the State of New 
Hampshire.   Notice  is here‐by given of a PUBLIC HEARING on monies awarded  from the State of NH Dept of 
Safety Homeland Security  to  the Fire Department on behalf of  the Town on Monday, November 21, 2011 at 
6:30pm at  the Newington Town Hall, 205 Nimble Hill Road, Newington, New Hampshire  for  the purposes of 
discussing grant acceptance and expending of unanticipated funds.”   Chief Sylvia was there for any questions 
and explained to the board that the town will be reimbursed.  The grant should be budgeted for to be able to 
expend the  funds.   This new tower will not only  tie  into dispatch at Rockingham, but will be  improving to 8 
channels, which will  tie  in  several  signals,  including  the Coast Guard.    The public  hearing  remained open at 
which time after calling for public comment and hearing none, was closed at 7:08pm.   S. O’Reilly moved to 
Accept  and  Expend  up  to  $  72,000  for  the  2010  State  of  NH  Homeland  Security  Grant  for  the  Fire  Dept 
Communications Tower Project.  Chr. Iocovozzi seconded.  On a roll call vote, the motion passed 2‐0. 
 

2012 Budget Requests 
Conservation  Commission  requesting  $15,251  –  S.  O’Reilly  moved  to  recommend  to  Budget  Committee.  
Seconded by Chr. Iocovozzi, motion passed 2‐0 on a roll call vote.  Chr. Richardson spoke of how initially the 
Con Comm was going to budget  for stone placement at the town forest, however  in the end  it was decided 
that  this  would  be  an  item  the  Selectmen  should  consider  budgeting  for  perhaps  for  our  highway  guys  to 
address.  They continue to work on the town forest plan and that line is up a bit due to their concerns about a 
dumping area  in  the  forest which may need  to be analyzed.   Currently,  the  forest management plan  is  in a 
draft form.  Justin asks that the Selectmen support adding $25,000 to the Cons Land Acquisition Fund in 2012. 
 

Recreation Committee requesting $47,850 – S. O’Reilly moved to recommend $47,850 to Budget Committee.  
Seconded by Chr. Iocovozzi, motion passed 2‐0 on a roll call vote.  The Summer program was underfunded in 
the past and based on  the amount of  children  that may participate next  year,  they are anticipating  that an 
additional YMCA staff person will be assigned.  The Basket Ball Court/Swing area in S. Newington is budgeted 
for 2012 out of general maintenance.  Their bottom line was overspent – however revenue from movie tickets 
and the summer program family contribution brought in $2,535 and $ 6,000 accordingly, however the Board 
asks  that  the Recreation Committee  send a memo  to  the Board asking  them  to  transfer  funds  to  cover  the 
shortage  of  $1,390.    As  a  result,  the Holiday  Lighting  Party will  be  cancelled.    They  ask  that  the  Selectmen 
support adding $10,000 in the Field Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund – in which they did mention they have 
a long term plan for that fund’s use. 
 

Planning Board requesting $ 161,892 (including personnel costs) ‐  S. O’Reilly moved to recommend $161,892 
to Budget Committee.  Seconded by Chr. Iocovozzi, motion passed 2‐0 on a roll call vote.   Chairman Hebert 
mentioned  that he  felt C.O.A.S.T.  funding, although necessary,  should not come under  the Planning Budget.   
He also stated that since the Planner comes under the Board of Selectmen,  it would be nice to separate the 
personnel costs out. 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Historic  District  Commission  requesting  $22,350  –  S.  O’Reilly  moved  to  recommend  $22,350  to  Budget 
Committee.    Seconded by Chr.  Iocovozzi, motion passed 2‐0 on a  roll  call  vote.    Chr. Gail Pare  informs  the 
Board  that  the  Town  is  on  phase  2  or  3  phases  for  the  archeological  grant.    The  special  project  request  of 
$9,500 covers the monument name and military service date expansion in which 24 more names will be added.   
 

Town Reports – Electronically Available 2012 – The Board ordered 375 in 2011 and would like to save on cost 
and paper by reducing the hard copy order to 225.   Before the Selectmen commit to this,  they would  like  it 
announced at public hearing giving residents an opportunity to supply their e‐mail addresses and to relay their 
thoughts.  The Newsletter would be an asset in getting the word out too. 
 

Fire Department Bucket Truck:  This is needed for towing at the present time.  Chief Sylvia tells the Board that 
the current forestry truck is very rusted ‐ the current forestry truck will be used for towing.  Then the bucket 
truck turned over to the Selectmen for disposal.  Funding the new pickup will be proposed under Cap Out Lay 
and if town budget passes, the purchasing process can proceed.  Chief Sylvia also informed the Board that his 
budget shortfall concerns discussed a few months ago were less serious at the present time. 
 

Memo from Cliff Abbott:  Dated November 17th regarding suggested compensation.  Chr. Iocovozzi asked the 
AA to send an e‐mail  to Mr. Abbott  indicating that the State  law prohibited Cemetery Trustees from getting 
compensated however  if he wanted  to  resign,  the Sexton  is eligible  for a  stipend.   POs must  come  through 
authorized by the Cemetery Trustees for any payment or reimbursement as reinforced by Terry Knowles.   
 

Town Hall  Freezer  Replacement:    The  Selectmen  signed  a  PO  in  the  amount  of  $  398.00  for  a  15  cu  foot 
upright  freezer  for  the  Kitchen  for  Home Depot  (Maytag).   Motioned  by  S.  Stern,  seconded  by  S.  O’Reilly, 
motion passed 3‐0.   S. Stern asked the AA to look into if they would deliver and take away the non‐functioning unit. 
 

Facility Use Request:   
Kim Hislop  OTH   Dec 3   Noon – 11pm   Birthday Party   approved  (with fee and dep) 
Piscataqua River Brass  TH Audi   Nov 27   6‐9pm    Rehearsal    approved (fee and dep waived) 
Nancy Cauvet   OTH   4/19/12   9:30am–1:30pm   Garden Club Meeting  appr (fee and dep waived) 
Special Event Permit:  IHOP   Pancake Day Raffle      Sales Jan – Feb    Winner drawn Feb 28 
(to benefit Childrens Miracle Network)    approved  (waive fee) 
 

Transfer Station Pads: (reconfigured plan)  S. O’Reilly moved to approve the Grounds Care proposal 
not to exceed $ 13,450.  S. Stern seconded.  Motion passed on a roll call vote 3‐0.   The paving of  the 
travel ways will be delayed until a later time.  The Board asks that Mr. Daigle and Grounds Care be notified. 
 

Coalition Letter to Chairman Ober of the Special House Committee:  The Board discussed sending a letter of 
support  for  the Governor’s Constitutional Amendment asking them to seek compromise  in  the wording as a 
step to fund education. 
The discussed the role of the General Court – and signed the letter from the town. 
 

Side Rail/Fence Repair on McIntyre:  S. O’Reilly moved to approve the Upright Fence proposal for repair not 
to exceed $5,500.  (on bridge)  S. Stern seconded.  Motion passed 3‐0. 
 

End of Year Encumbrances:  The Selectmen are waiting for a reply on a proposal request for paving from the 
Asia seam on Shattuck to just past Patterson Lane intersection.  Shim/overlay and rim work.  Chr. Iocovozzi will 
contact Bell, Pike and Bourassa for consideration of encumbering funds at year’s end.   
 

Police Department Lap Tops:  S. Stern mentioned that he had spoken with Chief Tretter and with excess funds 
left  over,  looks  to  the  Selectmen  for  their  support  of  the  purchase.    This  was  approved  by  the  Police 
Commissioners.  The Selectmen had no objections. 
 

Police  Department  Vehicle  Purchase:    S.  Stern  mentioned  that  he  had  spoke  with  Chief  Tretter  about 
purchasing a needed vehicle as the other was getting to the point of needing a lot of work.  They are looking at 
a 2013 Explorer and will get us costs to encumber.  The former Explorer will be turned back to the Selectmen 
for disposal.  The Selectmen had no objections. 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Pizza & Soda:    In  lieu of  the Committee Appreciation Dinner,  the Selectmen will  supply Pizza & Soda  to  the 
Planning Board and ZBA members on December 12 at 5:30.  The AA will work with Planner Morgan. 
 
Lobster Trap Christmas Tree:  Although the Board thought it was a nice gesture, they felt it would be better if 
on private land vs. at the intersection of Fox Point and Nimble Hill. 
 

Respectively Submitted,        Beatrice Marconi         Administrative Assistant            Happy Thanksgiving, 
All 
 
 
 
 


