Town of Newington, NH

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, December 17, 2015


Call to Order: 
Chair, Jane Hislop called the December 17, 2015 meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.

Present:
Chair, Jane Hislop; Co-Chair Jim Weiner; Commissioners Sandy Devins; Ann Morton; and Alternate Jane Kendall

Absent:
Bill Murray, Alternate Cindy Gunn and Town Planner, Thomas Morgan 

1) Landscape  Proposal by Jarrad Savinelli and John Newick for Fabyan Point Road along Tax Map 47, Lots 5, 6 & 7.


This item was postponed at the request of the applicant.


Alternate Commissioner, Jane Kendall who was also working as administrative assistant in the Town Planning Department said she received an inquiry from Mr. Savinelli regarding requirements for a stamp on the plans by a licensed landscaping architect or designer. Chair Hislop said it was only a requirement for commercial or industrial proposals, but not a requirement for residential proposals.

2) Eversource/A.R.M. Wetland Mitigation: Conservation Easement for impact of proposed transmission line expansion.


Commissioner Kendall informed the Commission that she had received a call from Tracy Degnan with Rockingham County Conservation District earlier in the day. Commissioner Kendall said Ms. Degnan reported that she and Lori Summer with the Department of Environmental Services (DES) Aquatic Resource Mitigation (A.R.M) and Wetlands Bureau had walked John and Meg Ripley’s property in consideration of mitigation for the Eversource transmission line expansion through town. Ms. Degnan said the Ripley’s property had only a small area of wetlands and she did not believe the property would qualify for the A.R.M. criteria, but perhaps it would qualify for another program that she could look into.


Chair Hislop stated that perhaps the Boynton property that lay between the Ripley and Frink property had more wetlands and might be a better proposal for the Eversource mitigation, but there was a short turn around for the deadline. Chair Hislop suggested the Planning Department give Ms. Summer with DES a call.


Chair Hislop added that the Commission could still work with Ms. Degnan and Ms. Summer on an A.R.M. grant the following year if the proposals did not meet the criteria set for the Eversource mitigation.

3) Budget 2016 Update

Chair Hislop said she went before the Board of Selectmen and they were please that the Commission had brought their budget down from the previous year. 

A) Trees for Newington Public School

Chair Hislop said she had received an inquiry from Justin Richardson regarding funds for additional landscaping at Newington Public School. Chair Hislop said she informed Mr. Richardson that the Commission did not have any more funds available for plantings.

Chair Hislop said Board of Selectmen, Coz Ioccovozi had inquired whether any current use reimbursements funds had been received from developments that were subdivided. She said she was not sure if there were any reimbursements from the former Watson property sale. Co-Chair Weiner said the tax collector would have a master list of properties that were sold.

B) Warrant of $15,000 for Conservation Fund

Chair Hislop said she received a letter from Town Administrator, Martha Roy to submit a warrant article in request for $15,000 to be put in the Conservation Fund. Chair Hislop said the Commission needed to remember to do the same each November.

4) Letter to the Town Report

Chair Hislop asked Commissioner Kendall if she would provide write out the Commission’s activities for the Town Report and Ms. Kendall said she would.

Announcements & Discussions:

Co-Chair Weiner said there had been inquiries regarding the drainage of a pond on a Captain’s Landing property. He said he thought DES had been called because bodies of water could not be disturbed without permit. Chair Hislop agreed and said that DES would address the issue.

Correspondence:

Commissioner Kendall passed out the Department of Transportation’s monitoring report on their Spaulding Turnpike Expansion mitigation of Railroad Brook, and a map showing which wetlands had been impacted.

Minutes:

Jim Weiner moved to approve the Minutes for the October 8 and November 12, 2015 meetings with corrections as discussed. Sandy Devins seconded and all were in favor.
Adjournment: 
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

Next Meeting:
Thursday, January 11, 2016

Respectfully

Submitted by: 
Jane K. Kendall, Recording Secretary
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