Town of Newington, NH

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, July 16, 2015


Call to Order: 
Chair, Jane Hislop called the July 16, 2015 meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.

Present:
Chair, Jane Hislop; Sandy Devins; Ann Morton; Bill Murray; Jim Weiner; Alternates Cindy Gunn and Jane Kendall 

Absent:
Thomas Morgan, Town Planner





1) Landscape Plan regarding property at 34-46 Patterson Lane, Tax Map 19, Lot 6, and Map 13, Lot 11.

Alternate Commissioner, Jane Kendall who had been working in the Town Planning office while Town Planner, Tom Morgan was out, said the landscape plans had been submitted and she had informed the applicant’s engineer, Steve Haight of Haight Engineering that the item had been scheduled for the Commission’s review, but he had replied that they did not need to attend because they had already appeared before the Commission for a recommendation on their DES application, which they had received approval, and they had received conditional approval from the Planning Board.

Chair Hislop said the plan submitted did not have a licensed landscape designers stamp and signature and no seasonal maintenance schedule was attached. Commissioner Kendall said she would inform Mr. Haight of her request.

2) Flynn Pit 
Co-Chair Jim Weiner said he discussed the Flynn Pit mitigation proposal for the Eversource and Wilcox easement with Board of Selectmen Chair, Rick Stern who said they would need to survey the 13-acre parcel. Co-Chair Jim Weiner said he wasn’t sure if they would need to determine easement boundaries before surveying the parcel. Commissioner Kendall said she didn’t think the easement boundaries had been finalized as yet.

Commissioner Cindy Gunn asked if they had discussed the easement with Southeast Land Trust and Chair Hislop said she thought Eversource needed to make a final decision on their route first, but added that Mr. Morgan had approached Southeast Land Trust and they said they would be glad to set up the easement. 

Chair Hislop said they could pay the cost of the survey from the consulting budget.

Ann Morton moved to approve payment of the Flynn Pit survey from the Commission’s consulting budget. Jim Weiner seconded the motion and all were in favor.

3) Carter’s Rock
Co-Chair Weiner said the property was owned by the Town and there was concern that the property line was being substantially encroached up and should therefore be surveyed. Commissioner Ann Morton said there had been evidence that the former owner filled and used property for his own use in years past and now there was evidence that it was occurring again. Chair Hislop said filling at the edge was a shoreline protection issue that could be taken up with the Department of Environmental Services (DES).

Chair Hislop said the Dorothy Watson’s father had donated the property and it was written in the deed that the Watson’s could take the property back if the Town didn’t take care of it. Co-Chair Weiner said the stone barbeque pit was in disrepair and either needed to be repaired or replaced. He said the area also needed beautification with a new sign.

Co-Chair Weiner moved to let the Board of Selectmen know that they would like to survey and rehabilitate the site. Bill Murray seconded the motion and all were in favor.

Chair Hislop said she would write a letter to the Selectmen and also mention that there was an enforcement issue with abutters.

4) Recycling Bins

Co-Chair Weiner said he asked Town Administrator Martha Roy for info on Budget for recycling. He said they thought about 20% of recyclables was going to the transfer station and asked if they could use some of Town curbage pickup and recycling funds. He said Selectmen Stern said they were currently overfilling the recycling at the transfer station and suggested waiting for the next fiscal year. Co-Chair Weiner suggested the Commission consider contributing to the purchase of recycling bins whether they received contributions from the Town or from industry along Shattuck Way. He said the current estimate was for $13,000 to $18,000 with one company to give two bins all 350 households in town, but he thought they might be able to get them cheaper through another vendor. Commissioner Morton asked how the bins could be replaced if they were damaged or lost and Co-Chair Weiner said they could buy extra bins

Chair Hislop said there it might be a problem to get a contractor for pick up. She said there also might be some confusion if people put the recycling out with the trash. Co-Chair Weiner said they would have to make a clear statement that the recycling bins not go out during curbside trash pick up.

Commissioner Morton said it was not possible to dump recycling from a large bin into the hopper holes if the large doors weren’t open. Commissioner Jane Kendall agreed and said she would prefer a taller bin that took up less floor space and wondered if they might consider a different size. Co-Chair Weiner said they could discuss the subject further.

5) Town Forest Dump
Chair Hislop said she thought it would be challenging to get volunteers to survey and consolidate the debris. She said there was only $1,500 in the Town Forest budget and they might need to wait before anything further could be done. Commissioner Kendall said Tim Stone of Stonehill Environmental said he could do the survey, but they didn’t get a quote.

Co-Chair Weiner moved to request a quote from Stonehill Environmental on how to survey the dump in the Town Forest. Bill Murray seconded the motion and all were in favor.

Other Business:

Commissioner Cindy Gunn asked who should be contacted if someone was aware of a leaking septic field. Chair Hislop said they could send a note to Julie Peterson at Sea Grant to find out whom to contact at DES.

Announcements and Correspondence

Chair Hislop said Julia Peterson with NROC sent a note that she was trying to put together a regional conference with partners on coastal erosion issues and septic information.  She said she tentatively put Ms. Peterson on the August agenda.
Chair Hislop said the Conservation Law Foundation, which works with the Piscataqua-Great Bay Waterkeeper’s efforts to list various issues in and around the Bay. 

Chair Hislop said Sarah Allen from Normandeau called regarding wetlands mitigation for the Eversource transmission lines. Commissioner Kendall asked if she knew how much mitigation Eversource was proposing and Chair Hislop said they didn’t, but it would be an exchange for whatever damages occurred.

Co-Chair Weiner said Town Planner, Tom Morgan had been informed that interim planner Jerry Coogan was working on pre and post meeting procedures while he was on medical leave. He said he felt board members were at a disadvantage if they didn’t have all the necessary information to consider a project and reminders would also help them do a better job.

Minutes

Co-Chair Weiner moved to approve the Minutes for the June 11, 2015 meeting. Bill Murray seconded and all were in favor.
Adjournment:
Ann Morton moved to adjourn. Bill Murray seconded and the meeting adjourned at 7:44 at p.m. 

Next Meeting:
Thursday, August 13, 2015

Respectfully

Submitted by: 
Jane K. Kendall, Recording Secretary

These minutes were approved and adopted by the Conservation Commission at their August 13, 2015 Meeting.
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