Town of Newington, NH
Budget Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 Town Hall 

Chair John Lamson called the meeting to order at 7:03pm

Present: John Lamson, Gail Pare, Sandra Sweeney, David Mueller, Alan Wilson, Kathy Latchaw, Jennifer Kent Weiner, Brandon Arsenault, Jim Katkin, Chris Bellmare, Diedra Link, Peter Latchaw and Martha Roy, Town Administrator.

Absent:  Gail Klanchesser

Review of Minutes:  S. Sweeney moved to approve the minutes of January 13, 2016.   K. Latchaw seconded the motion and all were in favor.  A. Wilson abstained. 

School Budget Review:  S. Sweeney moved to tentatively approve the School Department Budget of $2,027,024. K. Latchaw seconded the motion.  
The budget  decreased by 7.53% in the 2016 fiscal year.  The High School tuition rate is $16,606 and the Middle School rate is $15,900 per student. 

Warrant Article Discussion:  
Article #2:  A 5 year agreement with the union.  Salaries will increase in August 2016 by 2.4%, August 2017 by 2.3%, August 2018 by 2.1%, August 2019 by 2.3%, August 2020 by 2.1% and August 2021 by 2.25%. 
Article#3:  Gives the School and the Union the option to have a Special Town Meeting to consider lower numbers.
Article #4:  To establish and fund a Special Education Expendable Trust Fund in the amount of $80,000.

Peter Latchaw discussed the 40 student population.  4 students are currently tuition students, there will be 6 in the fall.

Discussion on grants received for laptops, I Pads and integrated technology screen time.

Discussion ensued on “Google Docs”, Star Assessment, Smarter Balance Testing, Curriculum Fair, STEM initiatives, motored vessels, REAP grant, English/Language Arts Program and a new reading program that has been started.

The Office of the Superintendant has decreased the assessed valuation of towns, student populations and teacher turnover.  Jim Katkin stated that the per pupil cost is just over $30,000.
SAU 50 is 40% of the Portsmouth High population.

Discussion ensued on snowplowing by the Town, legal fees, software subscriptions, book costs, Common Core standards (and adaptations to meet these), reading skills, heating system costs, HVAC repairs, School Board minute taker.

J. Lamson called for a vote on the School Department budget and all were in favor of $2,027,024.

G. Pare moved to adjourn at pm.  This was seconded by D. Mueller with all in favor.
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Martha S. Roy
Town Administrator
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