Newington History — MINUTES

March 22, 2021, 10:37 a.m. — 12:16 p.m.
( Old Town Hall

Members v Jo Haskell Alternate (2023)
¥ John Lamson Member (2021)
Peggy Lamson Member (2023)
Mike Marconi Member (2020)
v Katie Moody Alternate (2023)
V' Lulu Pickering Member (2023)
Y Kristen Poulin Alternate (2023)
vV Becky St. Germaine Alternate (2023)
v Alan Wilson Member (2022)
Minutes * Corrected the date of the meetings in the minutes and approved the minutes of February

22,2021 on a motion by Katie Moody, seconded by John Lamson, all is favor.

Town Meeting | * Discussed the outcome of town meeting and the status of the bike path.

+ HDC members are supportive of bringing more people into the historic district to enjoy
this unique part of town and are happy to work with the safety lane committee on its
next steps.

( Town Forest +  Deer are often hunted in the Town Forest off Arboretum Drive.

+  Seec attached map of mountain bike trails in the Old Town Forest from the
Trailforks.com website, Several named trails, with a total distance of 8 miles, have
already been established for mountain biking, hiking, trail running, snowshoeing, and
Nordic skiing,

* This area has a lot of polluted water, streams, and wet areas that are contaminated with
high levels of PFAS from the old Pease site 8 fire training arca. See attached maps of
the Town Forest boundaries and streams and wet areas in Newington.

* Signage is a good idea to notify people using the area of water safety issues. Certainly,
people and pets should not drink the water.

» The selectmen are planning to coordinate a group to discuss recreational uses of the
Town Forest, which may include the use of motorized vehicles, including snowmobiles.

* The Town Forest is listed on the National Register of Historic Places but is not part of
the Old Town Center Historic District.

»  The HDC is happy to work with the other groups to bring more people into this part of
town that dates back to the original land grant from Dover.

Boundaries in | * Alan Wilson and John Lamson will work with the library trustees and the selectmen to

the Old Town finalize the boundaries for the proposed memorial garden (unmarked burials) and the
Center Historic boundaries around the library to be under the jurisdiction of the library trustees.
District

» They will try to attend the meeting of the trustees at 2:00 pm today. Alan’s
understanding is that the boundary on the north side is agreed at 80 fect from the library.
L John will follow up on the 10-foot buffer around all parts of the cannons.




Bloody Point
Historic
District

Lulu updated everyone on the discussions from the NH DOT Zoom meeting on the
General Sullivan Bridge and historic mitigation for its planned removal.

NH DOT now says that it has every intention of transferring the property to Newington
and the only way that would not happen is if Newington does not agree to the terms.

The Selectmen will be sending a letter to NH DOT to request a meeting to discuss a
memorandum of understanding about what the State will commit to and what will be left
to Newington to follow through on.

Many more details to be decided but present discussions are to transfer the property to
Newington at no cost, to improve the outside land area for public access, and as a
minimum to stabilize the building — all paid as part of historic mitigation requirements.

Newington will not get a fully rehabilitated building and will likely be responsible for
improving the internal rooms of the building for reuse by the public. Preservation grants
may be possible to pay for some of this cost.

Meeting
adjourned

Motion by John Lamson, seconded by Alan Wilson, all in favor, adjourned at 12:16 pm.

Eversource
SRP
historic
mitigation

The booklet on the history of agriculture in Newington is available in the town office.
The Historic Society has one copy.

Lulu attended the February 24, 2021 Zoom meeting by the NH Preservation Alliance that
focused on the overall Section 106 process rather than the history of agriculture in
Newington.

Several HDC members viewed sections of the cables that travelled under Little Bay over
the years. They are mounted inside an educational display together with a background
containing an historic narrative. The display will be mounted on a wall at some point for
people visiting the Schoolhouse Museum to enjoy.

Lulu Pickering, March 22, 2021
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